The antigenic characteristics of five species of Bacteroides were determined by agglutination tests. No cross-reactivity among the species was observed.
The genus Bacteroides is composed of gramnegative nonsporulating rods that are strict anaerobes (3; Bergey's Manual of Determinative Bacteriology, 7th ed.). These organisms are present in large numbers in feces, varying from 107 to 1012 organisms per g (7) , which roughly constitutes more than 100 times that of coliforms (4) .
In addition to lactobacilli and other anaerobic bacteria, Bacteroides is considered as a member of the autochthonous microbiota (2) . It has been demonstrated that this microbiota plays a very important role in fetal survival, resistance to endotoxins, certain infections, and irradiation (1, 6 obtain an optical density of 0.5 when read on a Spectronic 20 colorimeter at 590 nm. The resulting suspension was divided in two portions. One was heated for 90 min at 60 C in a water bath, while the other remained unheated. They were then inoculated into rabbits intravenously, using graded doses, at four days interval.
The rabbits were exsanguinated 1 week after the seventh or eighth injections. The sera from these rabbits were titrated against homologous and heterologous antigens, with 0.5 ml of serial twofold dilutions of the serum and 0.5 ml of antigen. The tubes were incubated at 50 C and read for agglutination after 24 hr. The reciprocal of the dilution resulting in 50% agglutination with the antigen was considered as the final serum titer. The results of the agglutination tests are shown in Table 1 . The antisera seem to be speciesspecific, as no cross-reactions between the five organisms studied were observed. Antisera against The observations indicate that it is possible to use serological techniques for the identification and classification of Bacteroides. Perhaps a more intensive investigation of a greater number of strains from different sources will permit a better understanding of the antigenic makeup of this important group of bacteria.
